
Now that the parish centre is open and in use every day, we also want to open 

the church building every day so that people can come in and see the building, 

say a prayer, find a quiet space, or 

seek help in time of need. 

Blessing the community 

- Raise the profile of Advice 

Link, to attract more clients, with  

new publicity, a new money advice 

course starting in November,  

- Working closely with other 

churches to deliver two major Telford-wide evangelistic initiatives next year, in 

the town park and Telford International Centre, and locally. 

We all have a part to play! 

This is a big and exciting vision, but we can’t do it on our own. We need 

everyone to be involved to make it happen –  

 by taking part in 24 hours of prayer in church leading up to our patronal 

festival – church will be open from 9am on Saturday 2 November to 9am 

on Sunday. 

 by discovering our spiritual gifts and using them for God’s kingdom. 

Please look at the enclosed gifts questionnaire and use it to discover 

whether your gifts are being used appropriately within our church family 

and more widely.  

 by reviewing our regular giving: Please read the enclosed letter from the 

Finance Committee carefully, and ask if God might be leading you to take 

a step of faith towards the eventual goal of tithing , as a disciple of Jesus.  

‘Just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 

and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and over 

flowing with thankfulness.’ Colossians 2: 6-7 

2013 - A Fresh Vision for All Saints  
 

As we look back over the last five years there are many things to thank God for in 

the life of All Saints, in particular… 

 OPEN DOORS PROJECT – unity of vision, God’s provision for the cost, better 
facilities, reaching the community, tithe to Africa 

 WORSHIP – new services (Recharge, midweek communion, Toddler Praise), 
24 hour prayer events, bell ringing restored, quality Bible teaching, All Saints 
Festival 

 ENGAGING MORE WITH OUR COMMUNITY – launch of Advice Link, 

Midsummer Fayre, growth of our civic role – Remembrance, Christmas, 

chaplaincy to local 

economy 

 GROWING NEW LEADERS – 

Foundations for Ministry 

and Growing Leaders 

courses, a St. Chad’s Trust 

volunteer, ordinands in 

training 

 OUTREACH – Messy 

Church, helping to plant 

new congregations in 

Bratton, Lawley and 

Priorslee 

We have also stood with the local community in times of tragedy and 

bereavement, and opened our doors to hundreds of pupils through Telford 

Schools Open Door. 

Looking ahead, the Ministry Team and PCC have been praying and reflecting on 

what our priorities should be for the next five years, and all our homegroups have 

been invited to contribute to this process. 

 

Acts of Grace

 



Discipleship is at the heart of 

our vision for the next five 

years, both deepening our own 

discipleship and making new 

disciples. As St. Paul wrote, ‘We 

proclaim Christ, admonishing 

and teaching everyone with all 

wisdom, so that we may 

present everyone fully mature 

in Christ.’ (Colossians 1: 28) 

Four aspects of discipleship we want to focus on doing really well for all ages are: 

- Worship: where gatherings in church are the ‘tip of the iceberg’ of our 

daily walk with God 

- Learning: becoming well-grounded disciples who can disciple others 

- Outreach: where making new disciples is a whole-church activity 

- Service: establishing a sustainable social action ministry that 

demonstrates the love of Christ to the local community 

This same cross-shaped movement is seen in Jesus’ summary of the law in 

Matthew 22: 34-40 – ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. 

And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

This is summed up in the new vision statement for All Saints, adopted by the PCC: 

Called to be closer to Christ, sent to be closer to others 

Within this overall vision, the PCC has chosen as our first priority: 

Attracting more families and children to worship 

We want to be an ‘all-age’ church, valuing the elderly as much as the young, but, 

along with many churches, we are finding it harder to attract children and young 

people to church. 

We are now planning a new craft-based service on Sunday afternoons, in the 

style of ‘Messy Church’, aimed at attracting those with whom we are in contact 

through baptisms, Toddlers, uniformed groups and schools. A team is being 

formed to lead this service, starting in January. 

Besides a new Sunday afternoon service, our fortnightly Friday Toddler Praise 

service, is growing in popularity and meeting a real need. Pathfinder clubnight 

has also restarted, and will move into parish centre after half-term. We are also 

rethinking how and when we do baptisms and how we can better care for and 

follow up baptism families. 

Because of the priority of attracting more young families to church, the PCC are 

applying to the diocese for a grant towards the appointment of a Families and 

Children’s Worker. The aim of the post is to increase the number of worshiping 

families at All Saints by developing relationships with contacts from the 

community and those on the fringes of the church, and to help children up to 

around age 11 become disciples of Jesus. 

If our application to the diocese is successful they will meet half the cost, but we 

will still need to raise the other half - £14,000 per year. Please pray that the 

funding will be found – from outside and from within the congregation to make 

this exciting vision a reality, and pray that we may see new families join our 

church and find faith in Christ. 

Completing Open Doors  

It is wonderful to have paid off all the 

loans on the parish centre. However 

there is one outstanding task we want to 

undertake – to landscape the old 

NatWest garden to create car parking on 

the north side of church, which will take 

a lot of pressure off on busy days, like 

Oasis, Toddlers and midweek communion. This will put this overgrown and untidy 

area to good use, but the landscaping work may cost around £15,000. 

 

 


